SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS 13 JULY 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEY 


We must advise you the ZS6AKF Dennis Clur became a silent key on 1st of July. 
Licenced in the late mid 50’s while still studying at Gramstown University he 
had retained his licence, and returned to the hobby in 1994. He become a very 
active Ham on phone and particularly on CW local and DX .a member of the 
Sandton club. Sadly missed by Denise his XYL and family. Our sinceresed 
condolences to his relatives and friends. 


PAUSE 

In the news today: 

SARL COUNCIL NEWS 

SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 
DXPEDITION TO FRENCH POLYNESIA 
SWAZILAND ON THE AIR 


SWITZERLAND MAY BE FIRST COUNTRY TO IMPLEMENT CODE- 
FREE HF LICENCES 


WRC PROVIDES ENHANCEMENT FOR AMATEUR EMERGENCY COM- 
MUNICATIONS 


Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail: 


SARL COUNCIL NEWS 


MEMBERSHIP FEES PAYMENT 


The SARL Council wishes to inform all that payment for membership fees can 
only be accepted by the following means and terms: 


1) Cash or cheque for the full amount; 
2) 1 current cheque with 2 posted dated cheques totaling the full amount; 
3) Full payment via credit card. 


It is necessary that the full amount be paid by end August each year. 
SARL COMMITTEES DISBANDED 
At the council meeting of the 9th July it was unanimously agreed that: 
1) the Executive committee be disbanded with immediate effect; 
2) the Finance committee be disbanded with immediate effect; 


3) An audit of the accounts will be conducted and a statement of the findings 
will be published, date of the audit will to be announced in next week s 
bulletin. Hopefully this will put the continuous debate in this regard to 
rest and allow the council to focus on the future. 


Watch the website for ongoing developments. 
Support the SARL and influence the future 
MORSE CODE REQUIREMENT FOR UNRESTRICTED LICENCE 


There appears to be much confusion over the status of CW in SA. In summary, 
the ITU conference, WRC-03, recently held in Geneva recommended that CW 
should no longer be a prerequisite for an unrestricted (here a ZS) licence. The 
decision taken at WRC-03 regarding regulation $25 leaves it up to each coun- 
trie’s administrators to decide whether to implement this change, or retain the 
previous mandatory 12 wpm test, or substitute an alternative means to Morse 
Code to show competence to operate on the HF bands. 


It is however still the responsibility of the local authority to decide on the action 
to be taken in SA. It is not expected that there will be any decision immediately, 
and any changes to the current Radio Regulations in this regard would need to 
be circulated by the Government Gazette for comment before it could be voted 
on in Parliament. This is a lengthy process, as the period for comments is 
usually at least 3 months. After comments are received the Department of 
Communications and ICASA then would have to ratify any changes suggested 
by the comments before a final discussion paper can be drafted for discussion 
in Parliament. Typically this process can take as long as 12 months or more. 


The SARL is currently drafting a proposal for presentation to ICASA in this 
regard. The SARL will be reviewing the total structure of licences, ZR, ZU, ZS 
as well as the requirements for each including the RAE syllabes and CW. More 
details about the SARL proposal will be published in future bulletins. 


There is absolutely no truth in the rumour that ZR s can now operate on the 
HF bands. 


TOTAL ABOLISHMENT OF MORSE CODE. 


Total abolishment of CW as a requirement for unrestricted licences in the near 
future is not likely for the following reasons: 


An existing agreement with ICASA states that we (SA) should have a minimum 
CW component of 5 wpm as a requirement in the unrestricted licence, pending 
an alternative means of assessing the competence of a licencee to gain access 
to the HF spectrum. The details of an alternative method are under discussion 
with ICASA as an on-going dialogue between the SARL and the radio regulator. 


The advantages of this agreement for the unrestricted operator are: 


1 The licencee would be able to choose the method best suited to them to gain 
HF access; 2 The several alternative methods would provide access to licencees 
who cannot for some reason master CW; 3 This would open up the HF spectrum 
to a greater number of licencees. 


It is however up to the SARL and the Regulators to determine the requirements 
for the various licence categories, ZR, ZU, ZS and other categories as may be 
necessary. (Ex Graham ZS6GJH) 


SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 


The aim of the HF Phone Contest is for participants to contact as many ama- 
teurs in southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 metre amateur bands. 
The 2003 event will take place on Sunday 03 August from 14:30 to 18:30 CAT 
[please note the new times]. 


Activity on the following band segments: 14,125 to 14,175 MHz; 7,040 to 7,080 
MHz and 3,600 to 3,650 MHz. Participation can be as a Single Operator or 
a Multi Operator. Individual competitors and club stations are encouraged to 
compete. 


The exchange is RS and consecutive serial numbers starting at 001. SSB contacts 
count 1 point. Count two points for each area on each band. Count 2 points 
for each station contacted on all three bands. Area 1: ZS1, Area 2: ZS2, Area 
3: ZS3, Area 4: ZS4, Area 5: ZS5, Area 6: ZS6, Area 7 (eastern group): 3DA, 
7P, 7Q, 9J, C9, Z2, ZS8 and Area 8 (western group): A2, D2, V5, ZD9, ZS7. 


Certificates are awarded to the first three places and the highest single band 
score in the contest. There is also a trophy for the highest combined score in 
both the phone and CW contests. 


Log summaries and log sheets must be post-marked or emailed not later than 
18 August 2003 to P O Box 1721, Strubensvallei, 1735 or alternatively by email 
to: contest@sarl.org.za. (ex ZS4BS) 


DXPEDITION TO FRENCH POLYNESIA 


Two Cape Town members Barry Fletcher, ZS1FJ and Deon Irwin, ZS1ZL (pre- 
viously ZR1DQ ) together with Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH from England, are at 
this moment operating a DXpedition in the French Polynesian group of Islands, 
using the callsigns, GAMFW/FO0. They will be there until 27 July, operating 
on all bands, SSB, RTTY and CW. The full details and all information can be 
found on their website www.gqsl.net/g4mfw. 


This is a rare DXCC entity and they will be on the lookout for ZS, so here is 
your chance to possibly work several IOTA Islands and 3 new countries. 


The Pilot Station in Africa for this DXpedition is Dennis Wells ZS1AU, who 
will also handle e-mail traffic on zslau@qsl.net. (ex ZS1AU) 


SWAZILAND ON THE AIR 


Rad ZS6RAD, Ron ZS5ABD, Cliff ZS6BOX and Willie ZS5WI will be operating 
3DA0DX from Swaziland from the 29th July to 3rd August both days inclusive. 


Activity will be on most bands including VHF and UHF using phone, CW, 
WSJT and RTTY from 03:00 to 07:00 and from 14:00 to 22:00 UTC daily. 
They will also participate in the SARL HF Phone contest on the 3rd August as 
multi-operator to wrap up the DXpedition. 


QSL via the bureau or direct to ZS5WI, PO Box 1064, ESHOWE, 3815 enclosing 
a stamped, self addressed envelope if from South Africa or enclose sufficient 
to cover postage if from outside the RSA. Email queries to zs5wi@iafrica.com. 
(ex ZS5WI) SWITZERLAND MAY BE FIRST COUNTRY TO IMPLEMENT 
CODE-FREE HF LICENCES We reported last week on the major decisions 
made at the World Radiocommunication Conference in Geneva. These include 
the immediate removal of the mandatory international Morse code requirement 
for HF-band access, and the welcome news of an additional 200 kHz of spectrum 
for radio amateurs at 7 MHz to be introduced in 2009. In the UK, the Radio 
Communications Agency has already stated that it will bring in code-free HF 
licences as soon as it is practical to do so. However, it looks like Switzerland 
might be the first country in the world to take advantage of the revised Radio 
Regulations. According to the website of the USKA, the Swiss national amateur 
radio society, the licensing authority there will be writing to all Swiss CEPT 
Class 2 amateurs in the next few days to give them “provisional authorisation” 
to start using the HF bands with immediate effect. (ex RSGB) 


WRC PROVIDES ENHANCEMENT FOR AMATEUR EMERGENCY COM- 
MUNICATIONS 


Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, the RSGB Radio Communications Voluntary Services 
National Co-ordinator, has pointed out the enhancements to amateur radio 
emergency communications that have come about due to the revision of Article 
25 of the ITU Radio Regulations. 


Article 25.3 now reads: “Amateur stations may be used for transmitting in- 
ternational communications on behalf of third parties only in the case of an 


emergency or disaster relief. An administration may determine the applicabil- 
ity of this provision to amateur stations under its jurisdiction.” This is a notable 
change from the old wording, which was: “It is absolutely forbidden for amateur 
stations to be used for transmitting international communications on behalf of 
third parties.” 


Paul says, “A completely new regulation, Article 25.9A, has been approved, a 
provision which needs no explanation: It reads: ’Administrations are encouraged 
to take the necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet 
communication needs in support of disaster relief.” 


It is hoped that administrations will make regulations that facilitate amateurs 
preparing for emergency situations and providing communications in emergen- 
cies and for disaster relief. This was an important IARU objective. (EX RSGB) 


DATES TO REMBER 


Closing date for nominations for the Radio Amateurs of the Year Awards 15 
July, there are only two days left; Flea market in Pretoria on August the 2nd. 
Call Magda ZS6MVW at 012 386 4901 or Almero ZRG6RY at 082 908 3359 for 
table bookings. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin which was compiled by Gustav, 
ZS6BWN and read by .........from...... aS a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also many thanks 
to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay 
the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. /EX 


